
 
 

Press Release 

The 33rd Phuket King’s Cup Regatta set to get underway  

Asia’s most prestigious sailing event starts from 30 November - 7 December 2019 

Beyond Resort Kata, Phuket, Thailand 

 

Photo Caption: Mr. Pramookpisitt Achariyacha, Kata Group Resorts Founder and President; 

Vice Admiral Cherngchai Chomcherngpat, Commander of the Royal Thai Navy Third Area 

Command; Admiral Naris Prathumsuwan, President of Yacht Racing Association of Thailand; 

Mr. Pakapong Tawipat, Phuket Governor; Mr. Kevin Whitcraft, President of the Phuket King’s 

Cup Regatta Organizing Committee and Mr. Nithipat Thansrikiat, Vice Commodore of Royal 

Varuna Yacht Club join the opening ceremony of the Phuket King’s Cup Regatta 33rd at Beyond 

Resort Kata, Phuket. 

 

1 December 2019, Phuket – Asia’s premier sailing event, the prestigious Phuket King’s Cup 

Regatta, celebrates its 33rd year from 30 November-7 December, 2019. With 10 classes of 

Keelboats and Multihulls and six International Dinghy Classes, and the new IOMC class, the 

regatta aims to grow sustainable sailing communities and help develop the skills of a new wave of 

sailors and reaffirm Phuket as the hub for Asian Water Sports and Marine tourism. 

Kevin Whitcraft, President of the Organizing Committee, said: "We are delighted to welcome 

all international and Thai sailors to the 33rd Phuket King’s Cup Regatta. For 2019 and in past years, 

we have had a special focus on growing the dinghy components of our overall regatta, as we in the 



 
 

sailing community in Thailand can feel the positive effect this is having over the years as the sport 

of sailing continues to grow in popularity here. The International Dinghy fleet is a fast-growing 

racing program designed to promote and encourage youth sailing in Thailand. In the 33 years since 

its inception, the Phuket King’s Cup Regatta has gained a reputation as both a highly competitive 

event on the water featuring some of the world’s best boats, skippers and crews, as well as a social 

function where visitors enjoy the traditional warm Thai hospitality in one of the best holiday 

destinations in the world.”  

The keelboats and multihulls have been divided mainly into 10 classes including IRC Zero, IRC 

1, IRC 2, Premier, Bareboat Charter A, Bareboat Charter B, Multihull, Multihull Cruising, Firefly 

850 and Modern Classic/Cruising Class.  

“This year is the biggest Premier Class we’ve had for many years,” said Race Director Simon 

James. “The biggest yacht in this year’s regatta is the Singapore-registered Team Spirit (Swan 

90). There will be three IRC Racing Classes, split on design and performance, while the Modern 

Classics will combine with the Cruising Class. The Multihull Racing will be split into two 

classes, high performance and cruising.” 

 

The comprehensive classes with more than 100 competitors contested by the International Dinghy 

fleet are Optimist Boys and Girls, Laser 4.7 (Mixed), Laser Standard, Laser Radial and 420.   

Appearing for the first time at this year’s regatta will be the International One Meter Class (from 

December 4-7, 2019) that has attracted many foreign competitors and is also open to disabled 

sailors. The IOMC will be organized by the organizing committee of the Phuket King’s Cup 

Regatta under the auspices of the Royal Varuna Yacht Club in conjunction with the Yacht Racing 

Association of Thailand, the Royal Thai Navy, the Province of Phuket, Thailand RC Sailboat and 

the International One Meter Class Association (IOMICA). 

Phuket Governor Pakapong Tawipat said “As a Mecca for marine and sports tourism hub, 

Phuket is pleased to welcome all Thai and international sailors and visitors to the 33rd Phuket 

King’s Cup Regatta. Phuket is a world renowned beach destination. Recently Phuket Town was 

named one of Asia’s most picturesque towns by CNN and also has been included in the ‘World’s 

Best Places to Visit’ and ‘Best Places to Visit in Asia’ 2019 rankings released by the U.S. News 

& World Report. These recognitions reaffirm that Thailand and Phuket province continue to offer 

visitors from around the globe memorable holiday experiences with world-class hotels and 

restaurants and our yacht and boat building and charter businesses are first rate. We, therefore, 

hope that our sailors and visitors enjoy the warm hospitality and high quality leisure experiences 

of Phuket province.” 

Kata Group Resorts Founder and President Pramookpisitt Achariyachai said: “Kata Group 

Resorts is once again honored to support the Phuket King’s Cup Regatta. Kata Group Resorts has 

been a prominent player in the hospitality industry in Thailand since 1980, making it one of the 

kingdom’s longest established hotel operators, with a collection of properties in highly desirable 

and prime beach locations. Our family oriented Beyond Resort Kata has been the traditional home 

to the Phuket King’s Cup Regatta for 23 years, offering genuine Thai hospitality and high quality 

leisure experiences to guests. We, therefore, look forward to welcoming our sailing friends and 

new arrivals and we hope you enjoy our warm hospitality.” 

Kata Group Resorts now owns a collection of eight hotels in highly desirable beach resort locations 

in southern Thailand. Five are operated under the pioneering Beyond brand; Beyond Resort Karon 



 
 

in Phuket and Beyond Resort Khaolak in Phang Nga are both adults-only resorts; Beyond Resort 

Krabi is a family-oriented resort, as is Beyond Resort Kata; Beyond Patong has been designed to 

an innovative “Deep Blue Sea” concept. The other three hotels include the Phuket Orchid Resort 

& Spa, located at Karon, a dedicated family hotel; the newest of the properties is Pamookkoo 

Resort, a family-oriented hotel designed around an “Ancient Civilization” theme and featuring a 

four-story-high water slider and Novotel Samui Resort Chaweng Beach Kandaburi. 

The Phuket King's Cup Regatta is organized by the Phuket King's Cup Regatta Organizing 

Committee under the auspices of the Royal Varuna Yacht Club, in conjunction with the Yacht 

Racing Association of Thailand, the Royal Thai Navy and the Province of Phuket.  

There will be five days of racing for the keelboats and multihulls, with a reserve day on Thursday, 

5th December. For the International Dinghy Classes, four consecutive days of racing will start 

from Wednesday, 4th December.  

 

For more information, please visit www.kingscup.com   

High resolution images for media are available upon log-in. 

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/phuketkingscupregatta  

 

For further information, please contact Vivaldi Public Relations, Tel: +66 (0) 2 612 2253         

Website: www.vivaldipr.com 
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